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560 m years ago
Fish Hoek is still silt at the bottom of the
ancient Adamastor sea.

490-410m years ago
The sandstone
formation visible on
Elsies Peak and
Trappies Kop is laid
down in the ancient
Adamastor sea, around
300 million years ago.
Uplifting, folding and buckling during the
Supercontinent Gondwana starts shaping the
mountain as we see it today.

5m years ago
Fish Hoek was
underwater when
the world was
experiencing a
glacial low period.
This happened again
1.5 million years
ago. During this
period, the Southern
Peninsula becomes
an island.

12 000 years ago
The San inhabit the Southern Peninsula.

1807-1813
Cape Town to Simon’s
Town main road is
surveyed and built by
the multi-talented
architect/engineer, Louis
Michel Thibault

A large Scissor Fault is formed through the
Fish Hoek Valley to NoordHoek, forcing the
rock layers out of alignment. (Jager’s Walk
has granite at sea level and Clovelly corner
has sandstone at the same height: a
difference of over 60 m).

1699

1652
The Dutch East India Company
establishes a refreshment station
at the Cape.

540 m years ago
The Malmesbury Group
was intruded by molten
magma which, over
millions of years, cooled
down slowly and, at a
depth of 6km below today’s ground level,
formed into granite. After millions of years
and 6km of erosion, the granite is exposed to
our surface as seen today along Jager’s Walk.
.

20 000 years ago
Early man makes the area around Fish Hoek
home. (Fish Hoek Man)

20 000 years ago
Fish Hoek and False
Bay find themselves
high and dry with
20km of dry land to
the nearest beach
during a Glacial
Maximum.

+-2000 years ago
The Khoi (Khoi-na) join the
San at the Southern Peninsula.

Pre Colonial Period

Interesting
places of
Fish Hoek

Interesting
People of
Fish Hoek

1600

Direct administration of Fish Hoek
Before Simon van der Stel, Fish Hoek had been viewed from
the sea but no Cape leader had taken direct interest in this
bay. This list will cover the direct administration at Fish Hoek.

Jan van Riebeeck: 1652 – 1662
Zacharias Wagenaer: Commander: 1662 – 1666
Van Quaelberg: Commander: 1666 – 1668
Jacob Borghorst: Commander:1668 – 1670
Pieter Hackius: Commander: 1670 – 1671
Politieke Raad: Acting: 1671 – 1672
Albert van Breugel: Commander (acting): 1672
Isbrand Goske: Commander: 1672 – 1676
Johan Bax van Herenthals: Commander: 1676 – 1678
Hendrik Crudop: Commander (acting): 1678 – 1679
Simon van der Stel: Commander: 1679 – 1691
Willem Adriaan van der Stel: Governor: 1699 – 1707

1794
With war breaking out between Holland and France,
Commissioner Abraham Josias Sluysken establishes a 2-gun
battery at Clovelly.

1803-1806
Fish Hoek falls under the Batavian
Republic. Thereafter, it is returned to the
British after the Battle of Blaauwberg.

Events that changed
Fish Hoek’s history

Simon van der Stel chooses Simon’s Bay
as a winter anchorage in 1687.

The war between Britain and the Dutch
culminating in the defeat of the Dutch
at the Battle of Muizenburg in 1795.

The Second Anglo Boer War
1899 – 1902

First World War
1914 – 1918

SecondWorld War
1939 – 1945

1687
Simon van der Stel surveys False Bay aboard the Galliot
“Noordt” which be boarded in Kalk Bay. He crosses Fish
Hoek Bay to Simon’s Bay to see the potential for a new
winter anchorage.

1725
Pirates land at Fish Hoek where they sent some crew ashore
to seek supplies. 50 VOC soldiers were mustered to arrest them.
(This story could be referring to Vischhoek which is
today’s Gordon’s Bay)

1720
The map of the day refers to Fish Hoek as ‘Visbay’

Johannes Cornelis d’Ableing: Governor (acting): 1707 – 1708
Louis van Assenburg: Governor: 1708 – 1711
Willem Helot: Governor: 1711 – 1714
Maurits Pasques de Chavonnes: Governor: 1714 – 1724
Jean de la Fontaine: Governor (acting):1724 – 1727
Pieter Gijsbert Noodt: Governor:1727 – 1729
Jean de la Fontaine: Governor (acting):1729 – 1737
Adriaan van Kervel: Governor: Died after 3 weeks in office
Daniel van den Henghel: Governor (acting):1737 – 1739
Hendrik Swellengrebel: Governor:1739 – 1751

1795
The beginning of the First British Occupation of the Cape.When the British arrived in
Simon’s Town, the Dutch garrison was too small to resist, so they withdrew.
The British forces advanced by land through Fish Hoek to Muizenberg.

The Dutch East India Company paid its last dividend in
1782, thus showing its decline, the effects being only
essential developments at Simon’s Bay were undertaken.

Proudly sponsored by

1940: Fish Hoek becomes a
separate district from Cape
Town with its own magistrate.

The Fish Hoek municipal
council adopted a coat of

arms, designed by
R. McNee Tait, in April 1941

Simon van der Stel gains grazing
rights from Constantia to the Cape
Point, including future Fish Hoek.
On his retirement his son,Willem
Adriaan van der Stel, already had
the fishing rights to False Bay
including Fish Hoek.

1818
Andries Bruyns is granted a lease of
“Vischhoek” Farm and fishing rights to the
bay. In 1820, it is sold to Isaac Lezar.

Constantine Pnematicatos 1894-1958
Born on the Greek island of Ithaca, he came to
Fish Hoek in 1925 and in the same year he
and his wife Maria took over the Tea Room on
Beach Road. The tea room was in a prime spot
and business prospered.When he retired his
son Neoklis took over the business, building
the well known Fish Hoek Café on the corner
of Recreation and Beach Road. This later
became The Golden Egg, then Francois and
now Barracudas.

Albert Wakeford 1901-1978
He arrived in Fish Hoek in 1921 and took a job with the grocer in
Warwick House. 4 years later he borrowed money to buy the
business and he sublet a portion for the Postal Agency.Within a
year his debt was repaid and he bought two empty stands nearby
in the Main Road. On one stand he built the Triangle Garage. In
1939 he enlarged the garage on to the second stand. During the
war years and with little business, petrol rationing and no new cars
to sell the only way to survive was to fill the showroom with
secondhand furniture as a side line. This was the start of Wakefords
Furniture business which was first called Fish Hoek Furniture Mart
in 1957.

Albert Pascoe Jones 1896-1990
The first business he owned was a grocer
shop in Parker’s Building, Kommetjie Road
opposite the Outspan. Having previously
been employed in gents’ outfitting, he
divided his grocer shop in half and went
into clothing, later opening a series of
shops in the Main Road before building
the well known AP Jones shop in 1952.

CRAAE
Said to have been built in the 1860s CRAAE, on
Simon’s Town Road is one of the oldest buildings in
the valley. It was built by the Mullers who owned
parts of Fish Hoek farm between 1842 and 1871
and also owned trek-fishing rights. It was bought by
the van der Riets at the first sale of plots in 1918
and named after their children Cedric, Ray,Audrey,
Aileen and Eric. Much modified it still overlooks the
Fish Hoek bay.

200-300 m years ago

1793
Around this time, it was more cost effective to
have supplies for Simon’s Town brought in by
boat from Kalk Bay than to travel the last few
miles along the unforgiving coastal road route.

1794
By default, Fish Hoek falls under French rule when Holland
was invaded by France. This victory included all Holland’s over
seas possessions.

Victor Stanley Peers 1875-1940
Victor Peers was born in Deniliquin, New
South Wales, Australia but the family later
moved to Zeehan in Tasmania. He served in
the Boer War with the Tasmanian Mounted
Infantry, being wounded at Jasfontein and
returned home a hero. In 1902 he returned to
South Africa to settle here, moving to Fish
Hoek in the 1920s. Initially interested in
plants and animals he is best known for his
excavation of Peers Cave and the discovery of
the Skull now known as Fish Hoek Man.

Berman’s Building, 2 Kommetjie Road
The oldest commercial building in Fish Hoek
started as the District Bazaar in about 1920. Built
by Mr J de Villiers on the corner of First Avenue
and Kommetjie Road, it was later owned by Mr
Berman and then Mr Goldblatt. The building
is virtually unchanged and is now Personal
Dry Cleaners.

Uitkyk
Simon van der Stel had a “poshuis” built on this site.
Over the years it was used by various fishermen. Just
before the British invasion in 1795 the building was
used by the Dutch troops as a piquet house (guard
house) but they fled before the advancing British on
their way to Muizenberg. In the early 1900s the house
was renovated and rented out to visitors. It was only
after the sale of the farm in 1918 that it acquired the
name Uitkyk Oos & Wes.

Lynette Barling 1921-2011
Lynette Barling lived in Fish Hoek for
most of her life. Larger than life, she
is remembered by many as the
granny in a “Volksie bus” advert with
David Kramer. She was also an
enthusiastic amateur actress and
member of the Dramatic Society.
But most of all she is remembered
as organiser of the Fish Hoek Mardi
Gras, first held on the 2nd January
1960.

Warwick House
Built in the early 1920s Warwick House has been
the home of an AP Jones shop, a Wakefords store,
Cash and Carry, The Attic and many more. Upstairs
are offices as well as residential accommodation.

The Barn, Fish Hoek Farm, now
Mountain View.
Probably built after Hester de Kock bought the
farm in 1883. It was used as a barn and
bakehouse. Then in about 1900 it was converted
into rooms for holiday accommodation when a
covered stoep was added. The building is still in
use as a private home, known as Mountain View.

Methodist Church, First Avenue
The two foundation stones were laid on 29th
October, 1921, one by Mr T Mossop and the other
by the Rev T E Marsh.When the Church opened in
1922 it was the first place of worship in Fish Hoek.
The building is now used as a church hall.

Victorian Times, 148 Main Road
Built about 1920, it is one of the earliest houses
built in Fish Hoek. It was first called Airlie. For
many years it operated as a boarding house. Today
it is the popular The Victorian Times Restaurant.

Peter Clarke 1929-2014
Peter Clarke was a South African visual artist as well
as a writer and poet. Born in Simon's Town, in 1972
he was forced to move to Ocean View under
the Group Areas Act.At his first exhibition in 1957
he said, "Before my exhibition, I was just another
coloured man. Our people took it for granted that
only whites could do such things. Now they are
becoming aware of the fact that we can do these
things too; that we are human beings." In 2016
the Peter Clarke Art Centre, formerly the Frank
Joubert Art Centre, was named after him.

Outspan Hotel, Kommetjie Road
Built in the early 1920s, this building was first
called Harmony House and was used as a holiday
home for South African Railways and Harbours
personnel. It later became the Milton Hotel, then
The Outspan Hotel. Today it is the Outspan Lodge.

Mavis Hutchison 1924-2022
Mavis Hutchison was born in Kimberley but was also a long time Fish
Hoek resident. She said that she began her running career at the age of
thirty-seven by chasing after her sons. In 1965 she tried to enter for the
Comrades Marathon - The official reply was “women are not allowed to
participate officially in the Comrades Marathon.” She was permitted to run
unofficially and she went on to finish eight times in years when very few
women ran. In 1978 she left for the USA to attempt a transcontinental run
from Los Angeles to New York City and it was then that the Media started
referring to her as The Galloping Granny. In 2014 the South African
Minister of Sport and Culture appointed her as his special ambassador
and announced that she was designated as a “Sports Legend.”

Eric Rosenthal 1905-1988
Never to be forgotten scribe of more
than 45 publications, historian and
radio personality of the quiz show
“Three Wise Men”, Eric and his family
were residents of Fish Hoek for more
than fifty years. Initially qualifying as
an attorney he eventually gave it up
as his writing and historical research
increased.

1889
The first bridge is built over the Silvermine
River. Before this, transport had to contend
with a low river and sinking sand. The way
to avoid these perils was to drive in the
shallow surf.

1996: Fish Hoek Municipality is dissolved and becomes
part of the city of Cape Town.

2003-2014 2014-1996

1745
Goede gif was granted to Christina Diemer by Baron von Imhoff, along with Imhoff’s
Gift for producing vegetables for the VOC fleet.

1755
Fish Hoek is called Gustaaf Willem Bay – after Baron Gustaaf Willem von Imhoff.
This name apparently did not stick!

1776
Fish Hoek is called Vishoeksbaay

1784
A toll gate was introduced at Kalk Bay by Colonel Gordon as a means of funding
road maintenance.

1785
Fish Hoek is called Vis baay

First British Occupation (1795-1803) Second British Occupation (1806-1910)

1875
The first ‘hard road’ is built from Fish Hoek
to Simon’s Town.

1996 - 2000
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1671
The ship, Ysselsteijn, anchors
in Simon’s Bay which was
unnamed at the time. Batavia
orders the VOC officials at the
Cape to incorporate this area
into the colony.

1659
Jan van Riebeeck
mentions the Fish
Hoek area in official
documents.

1659
Corporal Giers was the first recorded European to cross the
Fish Hoek valley. “.. aan de zeecant even binnen die
Noorthoecq van de Baeĳ Fals offte zuĳthoeck van ‘t
Caepse schorberghlant.”

1671
It is speculated that Lieutenant Bruitenbach became the first
European to ascend the Fish Hoek mountain (presumably
Elsies Peak) when surveying the False Bay coastline for
the VOC.

1687
Silver is supposedly discovered above the Klein Tuin valley
on today’s Ou Kaapse Weg. To make a long story short,
there was no silver and the mining operation closes a year
later.What it did yield was the accolade for the first road
built in the Southern Peninsula from the Clovelly corner
near the beach, running past the present golf course to
the silver mines in Klein Tuin.

1687
The first building in the Southern Peninsula, ‘Posthuys’, is
built in Fish Hoek.

1740
Fish Hoek valley provides vegetables to the Simon’s Town
garrison and two donkeys were kept at Fish Hoek to carry
fresh fish to the Governor in Cape Town.

1742
Simon’s Town becomes the winter anchorage at the Cape. The road from Cape Town
ended at Kalk Bay. Supplies to Simon’s Town went via boat from Kalk Bay.

Second British Occupation is decided
at the Battle of Blaauwberg in 1806

1795
Fish Hoek falls under British rule after the Dutch loses
the Battle of Muizenberg and they surrender to the
British in Cape Town on 16 September 1795.

1796
Captain Robert Percival, who led the attack on the fortifications at Muizenberg and
became the first British officer to reach Cape Town, leaves a description of Fish Hoek in
his book ‘An account of the Cape of Good Hope’.

1797
The famous Lady Ann Barnard passed through
Fish Hoek on one of her journeys. She
documented her trips while at the Cape
between 1797 and 1802.

1821
The brig, Waterloo, was wrecked on
Clovelly beach while collecting whale oil.
It was sold by public auction on the beach.

1827
Part of Vischhoek farm belongs to James
Richardson. Great Fishery, also part of the
Vischhoek farm, is sold to John Osmond Sr
and Klein Tuin is sold to Jacob Arnoldus
Hurter.

1828
Hester de Kock is born. She ends up
owning the Fish Hoek farm which she, in
1914, breaks up in her will as free standing
plots, thus changing the valley forever.

1838
Final emancipation of
freed slaves at the Cape.

1898
Brick clay, rich in
kaolin and high in
iron oxide deposits,
are first mined for
brick making in the
Fish Hoek valley, but later, in the 1950s, the
kaolin was mined for ceramics and as a
filler in the paper industry.

1839
Harring Fishery is sold to brothers Johannes
Hendrik and John Marthinus Muller.

1865
Amelia Ball (néeAdkins) is
born. She made ““Mrs H S
Ball’s Chutney” in Fish Hoek.

1885
Seven fishermen
rumoured to be
buried under ‘Sewe
Man se Klip’ when it
rolled on to them
during a storm.

1883
Hester de Kock buys Fish Hoek farm
for £3200. A year later, she marries
Jacob Isaac de Villiers.

1885
The Divisional Council decides
to erect mile posts between
Kalk Bay and Simon’s Town.
The only stone remaining
today is found on Simon’s
Town road near Sunny
Cove station.

1885
The Delbridge brothers mined sandstone on
the back of Elsie’s Peak. One of the reasons
for mining this sandstone was for floor tiles
as it was soft, grainy and slightly porous;
this allowed the tiles to be waxed once
installed, giving the floor a nice shine and
a soft feel under foot. Their quarry closed
in 1905.

1890
The railway line is extended to Fish Hoek.

H S Jager 1940 - 1941
P S Carmichael 1941 - 1942

1942 - 1943
1943 - 1944
1944 - 1945

S Castleman 1945 - 1946
1946 - 1947

G L Harrington 1947 - 1948
1948 - 1949

Mayor of Fish HoekFish Hoek came under the authority of the Cape District Council

1914 Fish Hoek moves away from being a farming to a residential area

P S Carmichael 1949 - 1950
1950 - 1951

A E Hayward 1951 - 1952
1952 - 1953
1953 - 1954

L F Cronwright 1954 - 1955
1955 - 1956

RW Carlisle 1956 - 1957
1957 - 1958

J J de Kock 1958 - 1959
1959 - 1960

E Paris 1960 - 1961
C R Bircher 1961 - 1962
C H R de Stadler 1962 - 1963
C R Bircher 1963 - 1964
J J de Kock 1964 - 1965

1965 - 1966
RW Yeld 1966 - 1967

C H R de Stadler 1967 - 1968
M H Poole 1968 - 1969
C H R de Stadler 1969 - 1970

1970 - 1971
W M FCronwright 1971 - 1972

1972 - 1973
R G Hardie 1973 - 1974

1974 - 1975

H C J Langley 1975 - 1976
1976 - 1977

J G Pearce 1977 - 1978
1978 - 1979

RW Yeld 1979 - 1980
1980 - 1981

R G Hardie 1981 - 1982
1982 - 1983

W M F Cronwright 1983 - 1984
1984 - 1985

W HWood 1985 - 1986
1986 - 1987

J S Florence 1987 - 1988
G D Matchett 1988 - 1989

1989 - 1990
M Townley-Johnson 1990 - 1991

M CWallace 1991 – 1992
1992 - 1993
1993 - 1994
1994 – 1995

B Jansen 1995 - 1996

1900
A British steamer, the SS Kakapo, is wrecked
on Kommetjie beach. Parts of the wreck are
used control the river at Clovelly.

1901
All road tolls in the Cape cease, including
the two that impacted Fish Hoek at Simon’s
Town and Kalk Bay

1902
A bus service between Muizenberg,
Kommetjie and Simonstown via Fish Hoek is
established. Unfortunately, the bus got
stuck in the sand so often that passengers
grew tired of pushing themselves out, thus
hastening the demise of the service in
1905, when ox-wagon and cart once again
became the order of the day.

1902
Lambert Colyn opens the Clovelly quarry.
He builds a private railway spur connecting
it to the main railway line. The quarry closed
in 1905

1903
An act of the Cape parliament authorised a
railway line to Kommetjie from Fish Hoek to be
built and operated by the Kommetjie
Railway Company.With the end of the Anglo-
BoerWar, there was hardly any money in the
government’s coffers, so the idea was scrapped.

1910
The first waiting rooms are built at Fish Hoek
railway station on each end of the platform.

1910
A Cyprus tree is planted at CRAAE on
Simon’s Town Road. CRAAE is one of the
oldest buildings in the valley. It was owned
by the Mullers.

1915
Work on construction of Chapman’s Peak
Drive begins at Hout Bay. The following year,
the road is started from the Fish Hoek side.

1914
Hester de Villiers dies. She leaves instructions
in her will that "after the death of my
husband, Jacob Izaak de Villiers, the farm
Vischoek near Kalk Bay shall be sold as
building plots”. This marks the beginning of
Fish Hoek becoming a residential area.

1917
The Divisional Council plans the layout of Fish
Hoek, moving away from a grid system
to a hexagonal layout.

1918
Plots are sold from 1918 at 10 to 140 British
Pounds. By the end of the year nearly 3000
plots were sold.

1921
336 more plots are sold.

1917
Convalescing
British troops are
treated to a day
out at Fish Hoek.

1919
The new Fish Hoek railway station is
completed.

1921
Wesleyan Church in Fish Hoek, now the
Methodist Church, is started.

1922
Telephones are first
installed in Fish Hoek.

1922
A 9-hole golf course is established at Clovelly.
In 1932, The Clovelly Country Club was
founded by Gus Ackerman and Mike Pevsner
and the course was extended to a 18-hole.

1922
The first police station opens in Lower
Recreation Road.

1922
A public convenience [toilet] is provided on
the foreshore, Fish Hoek.

1923
Electric lights are installed at
Fish Hoek railway station

1924
The first electric street lights are turned on in
Fish Hoek.

1924
A tea-room is built on stilts on Fish Hoek
beach. Children used to crawl underneath
looking for coins that had fallen though gaps
in the floorboards. Building of the restaurant
seen today was started in the early 1950s
when the first part was built.

1924
Caving in the Western Cape is first actively
recorded by John Meyer who, with his friends,
the Moles, begin the active recording of the
history of cave exploration in the Cape
Peninsula and, especially, the Kalk Bay caves.
They were amongst the pioneers that
preceded ‘formal’ caving in the region, which
was initiated with the establishment of the
Cape section of the South African
Spelaeological Association in 1954.

1927
All residents are required to
place a post box on their gate.

1925
Santoy Tearoom is renamed ‘The Green Parrot’.

1927
Electrification of the railway line through
Fish Hoek.

1928
A new railway station is built at Fish Hoek and
is the building still in use today.

1928
AP Jones opened his first shop - a grocery
store in Fish Hoek on the corner of 2nd
Avenue and Kommetjie Road.

1928
In January, Fish Hoek Primary School
opens its doors.

1928
Fish Hoek’s Community Chest, a charitable
organisation, begins.

1930
Noordhoek Salt Pan is used for motorbike and
motor car races.

1930
In June, the 1st Fish Hoek Sea
Scouts begins. In September,
the Fish Hoek (Girl) Guide
Company begins.

1929
In March, the first 6 bathing boxes are built on
Fish Hoek beach.

1929
The skull of what became
known as “Fish Hoek
Man” is discovered by
Victor and Bertie Peers at
a site in Fish Hoek that is
now known as Peers Cave.
This discovery of early modern man became
of interest around the world. The skull made
a round-the-world tour of museums and
universities.

1931
Dogs required to wear
license disks.

1933
The Fish Hoek ‘Jager Path’ is fully completed.

1933
The Fish Hoek Municipal Offices are built.

1932
A new bridge is built over the Silvermine River
and the Main Road is re-routed from Beach
Road to its present position.

1936
The Clovelly Railway Station is built under
Trappieskop to service the residents of
Mayfield Estate (Clovelly). The concrete foot-
bridge, giving access from the road to the
beach, was built in 1930 and demolished in
1990 when the station was also closed. It was
the only railway station in South Africa with a
sign prohibiting fishing from the platform.

1935
Mrs Ball’s chutney business
begins production in Fish Hoek.
Up to 40 bottles a week were
produced in a shed in the
back yard.

1935
Rooikrantz, imported from Australia, is planted
in Fish Hoek to bind the sand dunes.

1940
A census recorded only 1,200 whites, 136
coloured, and 37 blacks as residents in Fish
Hoek village.

1940
Water-born sewage begins service in
Fish Hoek. It was a big day with many
members of the public showing up for the
‘Turning first sod’ ceremony.

1940
First donkey rides on Fish Hoek beach.

1948
Houses were not numbered in Fish Hoek
before this date. Owners were required to give
their house names.

1949
Fish Hoek’s first newspaper THE CLARION is
published.

1951
A second newspaper is brought out called the
FISH HOEK NEWS. This closes a year later.

1954
A Camera Obscura is placed on Fish Hoek
beach for the entertainment of the public.

1952
The Dutch Reformed Church is built
following the closure of Kalk Bay DRC.

1953
The First issue of FISH HOEK ECHO comes out.

1950s
A second subway is
contructed under the
railway line at Fish Hoek
Station as a result of the
new Apartheid laws.

1954
Fish Hoek High School opens its doors with
three Std 6 classes (Grade 8), housed in
temporary accommodation in 3rd Avenue.
The building which houses the school today
was started in 1956 and officially opened
in 1958.

1957
The clock on the beach pavilion is unveiled.

1953
Kaolin or China clay was actively mined in the
Fish Hoek valley since 1953. This industry ex-
panded to the Brakkloof mine in 1980. The
Serina Kaolin mine in Noordhoek opened in
1995, replacing the Brakkloof mine, but it
closed for business in 2007.

1958
Fish Hoek Surf Lifesaving Club is founded.

1959
Herman Scott Jager is made the first Freeman
of Fish Hoek.

1960s
An aircraft landing strip is built in the valley.

1965
The new False Bay
Hospital opens.

1964
The Green Parrot Tea Room is demolished.

1968
Ou Kaapse Weg officially opens.

1966
Fish Hoek Pre-Primary school starts. The first
class consisted of children from 4 to 6 years.
The school moved into its present premises in
1971 from where the current Milkwood
Pre- Primary is now.

1967
Silversands Drive-In opens in Noordhoek.
This venture lasts for ten years and is finally
closed in 1977 one year after the advent of
television in South Africa.

1979
A P Jones retires after nearly 52 years
in his shop.

1980
Valyland Shopping Centre stands today on the
site of Crons Dairy which used to run a large
dairy herd in the valley to supply fresh milk by
the pint to homes & businesses from
Simonstown to Muizenberg. The family of
dairy owners Peter and Ivor Cronwright
developed the shopping centre in 1980 to
service the growing Fish Hoek community, a
successful venture that flourishes to this day.

1983
Boswell Wilkie circus comes to Fish Hoek

1983
Fish Hoek Meals on Wheels begins.

1984
Known by some as ‘Noddy Town’, the
controversial 81 residences, on a land leased
period of nine years and eleven months on
Fish Hoek beach, were built without
parliamentary approval.

1983
The statue 'Frolic' by Ernest Lodge is assembled
at the entrance to Fish Hoek Beach.

1985
Fish Hoek business areas open to all races.

1985
Godfrey Mocke from Fish
Hoek broke the world re-
cord in the 800 m freestyle
swimming 40-44 years age
group with a time of 11
minutes 21,74 seconds.

1985
Ann Lottriets of Fish Hoek
becomes South Africa’s
new national under-12
squash champion.

1987
A statue of three dolphins by Ernest Lodge is
erected in memory of Cedryl Greenland.

1989
Masiphumelele (We will succeed) is formally
established at ‘Site 5’ in Noordhoek.

1991
Several Fish Hoek schools become multi-racial.

1994
The Fish Hoek Museum opens its doors.

2009
Seven computers
with free internet
access for use by
Fish Hoek Library
users are installed.

2011
Michael Cohen is attacked by a great white
shark at Fish Hoek after been told not to
enter the water. His right leg was bitten off, as
well as part of his left leg, below the knee.

2014
Removable shark nets are installed at Fish
Hoek beach, covering an area of 3 soccer
fields. This type of net is the only net installed
in the world where the net extends all the
way to the sea floor and is deployed and re-
trieved every day.

2015
Peak Academy officially opens its doors on 16
January on the first floor of a parking garage
in Fish Hoek. After 2020, they registered as a
Cambridge International school. This has
allowed them to offer IGCSE, AS and A level
exams.

2019
A southern elephant seal, given the name
‘Buffel’, makes the Fish Hoek beach his home
while moulting.

2009
St John’s Eye Clinic opens in Fish Hoek.

2008
Fish Hoek’s Jager’s Walk ‘closed indefinitely’
after severe storm damage.

2000
In 1977, Fish Hoek was twinned with
Stellenbosch as part of a festival for the 325th

anniversary of Van Riebeeck’s arrival at the
Cape. However, Fish Hoek’s Twin-Town
agreement with Stellenbosch comes to an end
in 2000 when Fish Hoek loses its independent
municipality status.

2018
After 200 years of liquor store
trading being forbidden in
Fish Hoek, Pick ‘n Pay wins a
Western Cape Liquor
Authority appeal, paving the
way for it to open a liquor
store in Fish Hoek.2005

Fish Hoek’s Margaret Finlay is awarded the
Hamlet Place of Hope Achievement Award
for many years of service to the disabled
community.

2004
Fish Hoek Baptist Church’s R3 million hospice
at the Living Hope Community Centre, Capri,
opens. The venue was previously the Croaking
Frog pub and restaurant.

2004
Fish Hoek long-time
resident, Tyna Webb, 77,
is attacked by a great
white shark just off
Jager’s Walk. Only her
bathing cap was found.

2004
Ralph Mossop, who
donated the ‘Mossop
Collection’ of stone
artefacts to Fish Hoek
Museum, dies at 91.

2003
Fish Hoek Seniors Centre Formation opens.

2003
Naomi House, 1st Avenue, Fish Hoek, a
commune for the elderly, opens.

2003
Life Development Cycling Project begins in
Masiphumelele.

2003
First Cape Buffalo calf
born on the Peninsula
for 300 years at Solole
Game Reserve.

2002
Fish Hoek Drug Counselling [or Crisis] and
Information Centre opens.

2002
Fish Hoek Driver’s Licence Test Centre closes.

2002
Flame Lily Lunch Club begins in Fish Hoek to
support Rhodesian (Zimbabwean) pensioners.

2002
Hokisa Home, Masiphumelele, ‘Door of Hope’
for AIDS/HIV children, opens its doors.

2001
Longbeach Mall opens for business in April,
complete with upgraded road networks.

2000
Fish Hoek fire station finds itself on fire.

1996
A fire destroys three cinemas, a restaurant and
offices at Fish Hoek Town Square.

1997
A new Baptist church complex, the King of
Kings Baptist Centre, opens on 29 November.
One of the unusual services
of this church is a ‘baby
safe’, providing options to
pregnant mothers and
mothers of the newly born
who are unable to look
after their children.

1999
Emergency Control Centre (ECC) at Fish Hoek
Police Station, staffed by volunteers, opens.

2000
Residents and visitors celebrate the arrival of
Spring at the annual Spring Splash on the
Sunday closest to 1 September. Started by
Herbie and Mathea Eichel, the event takes
place at the beachfront.

1993
Site 5s Ukhanyo Primary School established.
Ukhanyo means Brightness or Light.

2022
A retaining wall, made
of old railway sleepers
and rails, is exposed
on Fish Hoek Beach.

2020
Fish Hoek, like the rest of the country,
goes into a debilitating lockdown that is
devastating for the community and small
businesses. False Bay Hospital becomes the
Covid 19 testing centre for the area.

2022
With the success of the Urban Caracal Project
on the Cape Peninsula, a caracal is spotted in
a residential garden property in Fish Hoek.
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Model at the Fish Hoek Museum

First Fish Hoek station

As seen today

Remains of the old spur line seen in the Silvermine
River today

First Hester de Villiers dies, followed by Izak. They were
buried in the farm cemetery along Kommetjie Road. This
was later incorporated into the property of the Dutch
Reformed Church.

The 19thMilestone
fromGreenmarket
Square.

1980s badge

The Clovelly Quarry

Later, the SAR&H built a children’s holiday home on
the site of the quarry. Today it is a municipal building.

Sun Valley 1970

Ethelmay Gillard 1930-2011
For many years Fish Hoek’s librarian,
bringing immense pleasure to
generations of Fish Hoek children in
the 1950s through her dynamic and
gripping style of story telling. Later
she was the first Curator of the
Museum and instrumental in
establishing the Historical Association.

Gladys Thomas 1935-2022
Author, anthologist and anti-apartheid
activist of Ocean View. Her literary
career started in the 1960s with her
debut anthology Cry Rage, published
in 1971. It was the first anthology to
be banned in South Africa. During her
life time she won numerous awards
including the SALA Lifetime
Achievement Literary Award and the
Order of Ikhamanga (Silver) in 2007.

The hexagonal layout save up to 10% infrastructure
costs, fewer collision points and fewer stop lines.

1968

VALYLAND CENTRE
THE HEART OF F ISH HOEK


